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Friends of the Foundation:  

Mick Collins, Pay it Forward Processing 

Colette Releford, Redfin Real Estate 

Jerry Therrien  



 

Thank you to these 2024 Program-Specific Donors: 

 

*2024 Donors to the GGCC’s 
Scholarship at Montgomery College 
Anonymous 
Anita Anderson, Leadership Maryland 
Steve Barber, Supporting Strategies 
Henry Bernstein 
Al Bloomfield 
Beth Borrego, Cruise Planners 
Luis Cardenas, Bargain Movers 
Mick Collins 
Allen DeLeon 
Jerry Ellis, Ellis-Lopez Travel Partners 
Jim Muir III 
Kenneth Nelson 
Colette Releford, Redfin Real Estate 
Paula Ross 
Steve Simon 
Paul Smith, RLAH Real Estate – The 
Abrams Group 
Jerry Therrien 

*2024 Donors to the GGCC’s Shop with 
a Cop Donations Initiative 
Jim Bindeman  
Mick Collins 
Paul Davis Restoration  
Paula Ross 
Jerry and Lynda Yingling 
Supporting Strategies Northwest MD 
Gaithersburg CPAs 
GGCC Mastermind Direct Connect Group 
 
*2024 Donors to the Back to School 
Block Party Initiative 
Nymeo 
Rodgers Consulting 
Pete Fosselman 
Universities at Shady Grove 
Montgomery College 

 

 

*Donors at our 4 A Cause events this year have also helped to support gifts to these 
Upcounty nonprofits and causes: 

Cornerstone Montgomery 
Comfort Cases 
So What Else? 
MoCo Cares Race 
MoCo Police Foundation (Shop with a Cop program) 
Gaithersburg Police Foundation (Shop with a Cop program) 
Operation Second Chance 
 
A special thanks to Dan Helhowski (Beltway Merchant Services) for organizing all of our 
Foundation’s “4 A Cause” events this year!  



 

2024 TOTAL DIRECT PHILANTHROPIC CASH CONTRIBUTIONS & PLEDGES (through 
11/1/2024): 

• Montgomery College – GGCC Scholarship Funds: $6282.80 
o Members also gifted another $2500 directly to these funds through Montgomery College 
o The GGCC Scholarship funds fill students’ emergency gap funding needs, when students 

have exhausted all of the federal/state financial aid for which they are eligible and still 
cannot meet their tuition needs 

• Gaithersburg Police Foundation and Montgomery County Police Foundation – Shop 
with a Cop Programs: $2252.10 +$1045 to support Gburg’s big day = $3297.10 

o These funds support local police officers in their effort to assist Upcounty children from 
underserved neighborhoods to shop for holiday presents for their siblings, parents, or 
themselves. Police Officers accompany the children through the store, and then help them 
wrap the presents. 

o This funding campaign was held in conjunction with the GGCC’s Annual Public Safety 
Awards and one of the Foundation’s 4 A Cause events 

• Back to School Free Block Party for Middle School & High School Students in 
Germantown: $1350 

o This event was the idea of Councilmember Marilyn Balcombe’s office, and was held in 
partnership with BlackRock Center for the Arts, MCPS, and several county agencies to offer 
free after-school fun, and a resource fair for local students. 

• Cornerstone Montgomery: $667.50 total giving through 4 A Cause events proceeds 
• Comfort Cases: $285 through 4 A Cause event proceeds 
• So What Else?: $209 through 4 A Cause event proceeds 
• MoCo Cares Race: $250 through 4 A Cause event proceeds 

o This is a charity 5K race produced by GGCC member Launch Physical Therapy; the 
beneficiary of the race is So What Else?, also a GGCC member nonprofit. 

• Operation Second Chance: $400 through 4 A Cause event proceeds 
• BlackRock Center for the Arts: $100 gift – at Picnic for a Purpose 

 

  Total DIRECT GIVING: $12841.40  

o Additional inspired giving direct to these nonprofits: $2500 (that we 
know about!) 

o Members have also donated school supplies, nonperishable food 
items, coats, gift cards for our first responders, and more through 
community philanthropic campaigns with GGCC members! 

THANK YOU! 



 

Thank you to the GGCC Community Foundation Board of 
Directors: 

 

AJ Nwoga, M&T Bank, Chair 

Dan Dellon, Gaithersburg CPAs, Treasurer 

Anita Anderson, Leadership Maryland 

Steve Blair, Lyceum Insurance Services 

Asif Choudhury, Bahar Consulting 

Mick Collins, Pay it Forward Processing 

Barbara Crews, Qiagen 

Katherine Crosse, Homewood Suites 

Jerry Ellis, Ellis Lopez Travel Partners 

David McCormick-Goodhart, Savant Wealth Management, 
Founding Chair 

Cliff Peterson, Integrency 

Heather Madison, Peterson Companies, ex-officio 

Steve Barber, Supporting Strategies, ex-officio 

Paula Ross, GGCC President & CEO, ex-officio 

Contact us: 
The GGCC Community Foundation shares office resources and professional staff with the 
Gaithersburg-Germantown Chamber of Commerce. 

GGCC Community Foundation 
910 Clopper Road Ste 205N 
Gaithersburg, MD 20878 
Foundation@ggchamber.org 
President & CEO: Paula Ross, 301-840-1400 

mailto:Foundation@ggchamber.org

